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PPS RECORDS FOR 
265 FREEMAN PARKWAY 

(Known as 25 Glen Road until 1938)   
PLAT 40, LOT 254 

 
GEORGE G. AND ROSE A. GERBER HOUSE 

Built 1931-1932 
 
 
DESIGNATIONS   
 
265 Freeman Parkway is a contributing building within the Blackstone Boulevard – Cole 
Avenue – Grotto Avenue Historic District, which was nominated to the National Register 
of Historic Places in 2009 (listing still pending as of the writing of this report).  It is 
identified in the inventory as “George and Rose Gerber House, ca. 1930.”   
 
The house is not located within any local historic districts designated by the City of 
Providence.  
 
RECORDS (All Records were found in Providence City Hall unless otherwise noted). 
 
Assessor’s Plat Maps and Chain of Title Cards  (Assessor’s Office) 
 
The map for Assessor’s Plat 40 identifies 265 Freeman Parkway as Lot 254, a 
rectangular lot with 60 feet of street frontage and a total area of 6,003 sq.ft. (Note:  the 
map indicates that the street address for this lot is 263-267 Freeman Parkway.) 
 
Chain of title card for AP 40, Lot 254 – FREEMAN PARKWAY: 
 
Elizabeth A. Gammell owned the property as of March 2, 1896. 
Elizabeth A. Gammell Estate owned the property as of May 1, 1897. 
Beverly Land Co. owned the property as of November 1, 1899. 
Paul C. Nicholson owned the property as of June 14, 1919. 
Dropped as of January 1, 1923. (*) 
Alice A. Hyman, wife of Carl Hyman, owned the property as of February 1929. 
Pearl Shore owned the property as of June 1929. 
Sydney G. Fisher owned the property as of January 1931. 
Rose G. Gerber owned the property as of January 1932. 
George Realty Co. owned the property as of February 1939. 
Rose G. Gerber owned the property as of April 1943. 
Mayer Stanzler and wife Edna M. Stanzler owned the property as of February 1944. 
Charles Samdperil and wife Ruth Samdperil owned the property as of May 9, 1966. 
 (Refers to Deed Book 1137/Page 260.) 
Larry Friedman and wife Marilyn Friedman owned the property as of March 9, 1982. 
 (Refers to DB 1233/1162.) 
 



PPS Records for 265 Freeman Parkway  Page 2 
 
 
Marilyn Friedman Estate (Probate #97-115) owned the property as of December 1997. 
Lawrence J. Platt and wife Carleen Cook Platt owned the property as of July 23, 2001. 
 (Refers to DB 4768/3.) 
 
According to the Assessor’s computerized data base, the current owners are Lawrence 
J. Platt and Carleen Cook Platt.  
 
(*)  The notation “Dropped” on these cards usually indicates that one lot was merged 
with another, or renumbered, so that its original lot number was eliminated from the 
assessor’s maps.  While a check of the “dropped lots” file did not turn up another card 
for Lot 254, clearly some change in the assessor’s identification of this property did 
occur, since there is a 10-year gap in ownership between 1919 and 1929 on the current 
card.  Other sources (1926 map, deeds from 1928-1929) were used to fill in the latter 
years of that gap that are relevant to the construction of this house. 
 
Maps and Atlases (Archives and Registry of Deeds)  
 
Maps indicate that the house was constructed sometime between 1926 and 1937, on a 
lot in the Grotto Reserve Plat. 
 
1860:  “Grotto Reserve Plat,” surveyed and platted by Charles E. Paine, May 1860, 
recorded in Plat Book 5, Page 6, copied on Plat Card 143.  This map shows the original 
layout of streets and 360 house lots in this plat, roughly bounded by Vernon Avenue 
(now Magellan Street) on the north, Grotto Avenue on the east, President Avenue on 
the south, and Cole Avenue on the west.  Within the block bounded by Glen Road on 
the north, Boyd (now Slater) Avenue on the east, Laurel Avenue on the south, and Cole 
Avenue on the west, 8 lots numbered (from west to east) 72 through 79 front on Glen 
Rd.  By the 1920s, these lots had been combined and then re-subdivided into 6 house 
lots, all of which were built upon in the 1930s.  (Registry of Deeds) 
 
1926:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 21, shows the future 
site of 265 Freeman Parkway contained within a large vacant lot (29,952 sq.ft.) on the 
south side of Glen Road, owned by Alice W. Adams.  The map refers to the Grotto 
Reserve Plat on plat card 143.  (Archives) 
 
1937:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 21, shows the 
former vacant lot now occupied by 6 houses.  The house now known as 265 Freeman 
Parkway stands on a 6,002 sq.ft. lot on the south side of Glen Rd. (with a garage in the 
rear southwest corner), 3 lots west of Slater Avenue and 5 lots east of Cole Avenue.  No 
street number is indicated, but the houses on either side are numbered 21 and 27; 
directories confirm that this address was 25 Glen Rd. The owner is R.G.G. Gerber.  The 
map refers to the Grotto Reserve Plat on plat card 143.  (Archives) 
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Deeds (Registry of Deeds) 
 
Deeds indicate that a building – or at least, some portion of a building – was standing on 
this lot as of May 1929.  However, while the property was sold 4 times between 1929 
and 1931, city directories indicate that none of those owners lived here; and 
furthermore, the former address of this house, 25 Glen Road, does not appear in 
directories until 1931-1932, when it was first occupied by owners George and Rose 
Gerber.  This would appear to indicate that the house took two to three years to build (a 
delay that seems reasonable during the early years of Great Depression).  Thus, the 
date of construction is given as 1931-1932, and the house is named after its first owner-
occupants. 
 
Deed Book 651/Page 403.  On December 6, 1922, an Indenture was enacted by seven 
different parties regulating (by deed restriction) how several adjacent pieces of property 
in the vicinity of Glen Road, Cole Avenue, and Slater Avenue were to be developed.  
The “parties of the first part” were Alice W. Adams, Abby W. Adams, and Benjamin B. 
Adams, all unmarried, of Providence, who collectively owned a parcel of land on the 
south side of Glen Road at the southeast corner of Cole Avenue, measuring 325 feet 
along Glen and approximately 100 feet deep (including the future site of 265 Freeman 
Parkway).  This property was a portion of lots conveyed to Alice W. Adams by two 
deeds in 1900 (DB 434/345 and 437/68).  The deed restrictions on the Adams parcel 
were:  that a maximum of 6 single-family houses could be built thereon, spaced at least 
24 feet apart (with garages spaced at least 10 feet apart); that all houses were to be set 
back at least 20 feet from Glen Road and 12 feet from the side lot lines; that any clothes 
drying yards or freestanding garages had to be set back at least 40 feet from Glen 
Road; and that only single-family use would be permitted until January 1, 1960.      
 
DB 717/216:  On October 15, 1928, John Henshaw, acting as executor of the will of 
Benjamin B. Adams, deceased, sold to Alice A. Hyman, wife of Carl Hyman of 
Providence, for $10, two abutting parcels of land (with no buildings on them) on the 
south side of Glen Road.  The second of these parcels was located 240 feet east of 
Cole Avenue, and measured 60 feet on the street by 100.04 feet deep.  [Note:  240 feet 
equals 4 house lots with 60 feet of frontage each; this property is indeed the 5th lot east 
of Cole Avenue.]  Both parcels were sold subject to restrictions outlined in the 1922 
Indenture (DB 651/403), and with the further restriction that any buildings be 
constructed at least 12 feet (garages, at least 5 feet) from the common side lot line.   
 
DB 729/130:  On May 31, 1929, Carl Hyman and Alice A. Hyman sold to Pearl Shore of 
Providence, for $10, a parcel of land “with buildings and improvements thereon,” on the 
south side of Glen Road, 240 feet east of Cole Avenue, measuring 60 feet by 100.04 
feet, subject to the same deed restrictions. 
 
DB 745/59:  On November 3, 1930, Pearl Shore and her husband Jacob Shore sold to 
Sydney G. Fisher of Providence, for $10, a parcel of land “with buildings and 
improvements thereon,” on the south side of Glen Road, 240 feet east of Cole Avenue, 
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measuring 60 feet by 100.04 feet, subject to the same deed restrictions.  The deed also 
refers to the previous sale (DB 729/130). 
 
DB 753/389:  On October 19, 1931, Sidney [sic] G. Fisher sold to Rose G. Gerber of 
Providence (no price noted), a parcel of land “with buildings and improvements 
thereon,” on the south side of Glen Road, 240 feet east of Cole Avenue, measuring 60 
feet by 100.04 feet, subject to the same deed restrictions.   
 
DB 850/474:  On October 21, 1943, Rose G. Gerber sold to Meyer Stanzler and wife 
Edna M. Stanzler of Providence (no price noted), a parcel of land “with buildings and 
improvements thereon,” on the south side of Glen Road, 240 feet east of Cole Avenue, 
measuring 60 feet by 100.04 feet, subject to the same deed restrictions.   
 
Directories (Archives) 
 
Directories indicate that the house was standing as of 1931 and occupied as of 1932. 
 
Providence City Directories contain a street directory (listing all existing streets), and a 
residents’ directory organized alphabetically by last name, beginning in 1850.  From 
1892-1894 city directories also included a section listing residential buildings by street 
address, later separately published as a House Directory.   
 
1931  Geo. (Rose) Gerber (Geo. Gerber & Co., wholesale jewelers at 7 Eddy 
  St., 2nd fl.), lived at 39 Sessions St. 
 
1932-1937 Geo. (Rose) Gerber (Geo. Gerber & Co., wholesale jewelers at 7 Eddy 
  St., 2nd fl.), lived at 25 Glen Rd. 
 
1938  Geo. (Rose) Gerber (no profession or business address noted) lived at 
  265 Freeman Parkway. (The name Glen Rd. was changed to Freeman 
  Parkway this year.) 
 
  [Note:  Of the three other property owners during 1929-32:  
  Carl (Alice A.) Hyman (treasurer B. Hyman & Sons Inc., 10 Weybosset 
   St., room 702), lived at 133 Fifth Street from 1929-1931.  
   Jacob (Pearl) Shore (American Fruit Store, 819 Westminster St.), lived at 
   191 Tenth St. from 1929-1930; not listed in 1931. 
  Sydney (or Sidney) Fisher is not listed from 1929-1931.] 
 
Providence House Directories were published separately from the City Directory, 1895-
1937 (published biannually from 1901) and list all residential buildings by street 
address.  This directory is typically a year behind the city directory. 
 
1929-1930 No listing for 25 Glen Road (no buildings at all on Glen Rd. between Cole 
  and Slater Aves.) 
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1931-1932 25 Glen Road:  vacant 
 
1933-1937 25 Glen Road:  Geo. Gerber  
 
 
 
 
 
Research compiled by Kathryn J. Cavanaugh   September 2009 
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